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Football Championship Weekend 

Football Championship action continues this weekend with games on Saturday and Sunday. 

Our Senior 2 Footballers who received a bye in the opening round of the Inter 

Championship, travel to Malahide on Saturday evening to play St Sylvesters. On Sunday our 

three Junior teams play in their respective second rounds. All four teams would love to have 

good Na Fianna support behind them. Pick a game and go out and cheer on the lads. 

 

 

Members’ Information Evening 

Bus Connects & Metrolink 

In light of recent Bus Connects and Metrolink proposals, CLG Na Fianna will hold a 

Members Only Information night on Monday 29th April at 8.30pm in the Mobhi Suite.   

All members are invited to attend. 
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Launch Of Na Fianna’s Social Value Report 

CLG Na Fianna will officially launch its Social Value Report, the first of its kind ever 

undertaken by a GAA club, in the Mobhi Suite on Wednesday 1st May at 8pm and all 

members are welcome to attend. Detailed findings will be included in next weekend’s 

Nuacht. 

Good Friday’s Fun Run a Runaway Success 

Good Friday wouldn’t be quite as good without the Na Fianna 5K Fun Run, now in its fourth 

year. The event goes from strength to strength, this year attracting a whopping 566 

registered participants. Not all of these were able to make it on the day as it was the 

beginning of the Easter Bank Holiday weekend but even so a massive 450 turned out to 

walk, trot, jog, and run the 5K course which looped up around Albert College Park and back 

to Mobhi Road. 
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Warm spring sunshine and clear blue skies helped bump up attendance this year, which was 

up from just over 200 last time. So did the participation of the ten Operation Transformation 

leaders, some of whom attracted dozens of supporters to do the Fun Run with them. The 

event was notable, too, for the large number of younger runners taking part this year – an 

impressive total of 154 juveniles was registered. 

Before the run began, 

the participants 

crowded into the new 

all-weather to do a 

warm-up led by Dublin 

footballer Na Fianna’s 

Eoin Murchan. Then it 

was time for the run 

itself. First home in an 

impressive time of just 

18 minutes 27 seconds 

was under-16 dual 

player Seamus Smith, 

son of club stalwarts 

Paul and Nora. The first 

female home was even 

younger: speedy 11-

year-old Julie Cleary 

who clocked a great time of 20 minutes 9 seconds. See pic of winners on page 5. 

After the run, participants were able to revive themselves in the Mobhi Suite with hot and 

cold drinks and a range of delicious home-made sandwiches, cakes and buns. Sincere 

thanks goes to the many runners and supporters who contributed food to this mouth-

watering feast, served to them with a smile by the catering team led by Karen Fox. Barely a 

bun was left over after several hundred hungry fun-runners had hoovered their way through 

the tasty fare!  
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As this was going on, the overall winners as well as the winners of various age categories 

were presented with awards by club Cathaoirleach Cormac O’Donnchú. 

The event was organised by the 

Fun Run Team led by Joe 

‘Magic’ Murphy, ably assisted 

by his backroom team Eamonn 

O’Neill, Brian Skelly, Dick 

Hayes, Eoin McCabe and Nicky 

Callaghan. A dedicated 

registration team of Ann 

Murphy, Micheál Murphy, Helen 

Rooney, Áine Rooney and 

Nicky Callaghan ensured that 

the registration process went 

smoothly on the day, each of 

the participants being given a 

race number with embedded 

radio tag, which timed them 

over the 5K course. If you want 

to see how well you did, or how 

well your friend did, click on the link here 

http://www.redtagtiming.com/results/NaFianna5km2019.pdf 

The fun run couldn’t have gone ahead, either, without a large group of volunteer stewards. 

Stewards are essential to the run being sanctioned by the authorities and they keep runners 

and walkers safe. Many thanks go to stewards Oliver Power, Colm Davis, Finola Graham, 

Tyrone Falls, Diarmuid O’Connor, Shaun Cummins, Mary McGrath, Tom Ryan, Barry Maher, 

Ann Ryan, Luke MacArthur, Sean Hayes, Cormac O’Donnchú, Ronan Burke and Lynn Bride. 

Thanks too goes to event videographer Maurice Grehan, who again gave his time to 

document a memorable day, see link here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0mkr3Bvrhvk  

http://www.redtagtiming.com/results/NaFianna5km2019.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0mkr3Bvrhvk
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Many of the runners commented afterwards that the event had a great community feel, 

where club members pitched in to help any way they could. It augurs well for a hugely 

enjoyable event which is fast becoming a can’t-miss fixture on the club calendar.  

 

First home in this year’s Na Fianna 5K Fun Run were Julie Cleary and Seamus Smith, 

pictured here being presented their trophies by Cathaoirleach CLG Na Fianna Cormac Ó 

Donnchú. Congrats to both and to all who ran, walked, strolled on Good Friday. 

 

Na Fianna Golf Society 
 

Na Fianna Golf Society outing in Castleknock GC on Wednesday May 1st. Tee time is 2 to 

3.30pm. Contact Ciaran Gray for timesheet 0872269133. New members welcome. 
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Féile na nGael 2019 

Na Fianna A - Division 2 St Anne’s Park hosted by Raheny 

 

Back Row: Kyle Ellis(2006), Cillian Keane, Andrew McGivney, Cristian Loftus, Niall Hickey, Stephen Farrell, 

Daithi Folan, Michael Barrett, Oisin Cullen, James Cody, Craig Rafter, Cillian O’Connor, James Brennan 

Front Row: Oscar Donahue, Ciaran Healy, Tom Callaghan (2006), Fionnlaigh Lennon, Joe Kavanagh, Charlie 

Furlong, Adam Tynan (2006), Ben Mahon 

First match pitted Na Fianna against the home side of Raheny, with the hosts quick out of 

the blocks and with no drop in momentum. Na Fianna players fought hard though to keep in 

touch including Ben Mahon, winning a lot of ball in the half back line, Oscar Donahue 

throwing his body in front of a point bound shot and Fionnlaigh Lennon winning a lot of ball 

upfront. Unfortunately, it wasn’t enough to turn the tide and final score was Na Fianna 0-5 to 

Raheny’s 2-6. 

Second match of the day saw Na Fianna v St Sylvester’s. Na Fianna upped the performance 

in the first half with Michael Barrett dominating at full forward, scoring 3-3 of the half time 3-8 

tally, feeding off great early ball from the rest of the team. Second half was a closer affair, 

but Na Fiana remained comfortable. Score of the game came when Ben Mahon passed 

short to Daithi Folan who took one touch on the hurl, before tapping it wide to Adam Tynan 

(2006) who popped it over the bar. Final score Na Fianna 4-10 to Sylvester’s 3-4. 
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Final match of the group was against local neighbours St Vincent’s. Goal keeper, Stephen 

Farrell, made three stand out saves during the match to keep Na Fianna in touch with 

Vincent’s. This allowed Joe Kavanagh to score 5 points from play and frees during the 2nd 

half with Tom Callanan (2006) winning 3 frees in corner forward. Unfortunately, the final 

score of Na Fianna 1-6 to St Vincent’s 2-5 saw St Vincent’s top the group.  

While Vincent’s were clear qualifiers at the top to the group, deciding the runner up proved to 

be a nail-biting affair. With one win each for Raheny, Na Fianna and St Sylvester’s it came 

down to points difference. Following a great win over Raheny, Sylvester’s finished 1 point 

ahead of Na Fianna. A tough way for the lads to finish the day. Eventual winners of Division 

2 were Castleknock. 

Na Fianna B - Division 5 hosted by Westmanstown Gaels 

 

Back Row: Patrick Kelleher, Kai Bosbach, William Wheatley (2006), Matthew Barrett, Daniel McGeough, Ultan 

MagCuill, Donal Stenson, Charlie Joyce, Isaac Jones, Callum El Bandki 

Front Row: Kellan O’Brien, Ultan Smith, Gearoid Butler, Karl Wright, Fergus Johnson, Lewis McCarthy, Michael 

Keane (2006) – not pictured Harry Kelly (2006) 

Heading out Saturday morning the Na Fianna lads knew they were facing into a tough day. 

As part of a 5 team group they were guaranteed 4 matches with one team progressing from 

the group into the final on Sunday. Alongside that they were facing 3 matches against 1 

team clubs – Scoil Ui Chonaill, St Marks and Westmanstown. 
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First match of the morning was against Castleknock, proving to be a closely fought battle. 

Goal keeper Ultan MagCuill made an incredible save to keep Na Fianna within touching 

distance but at the final whistle Na Fianna were unlucky to finish 0-3 to Castleknock’s 1-4. 

Second match of the day was against Scoil Ui Chonaill. Harry Kelly (2006) in centre forward 

proved a good target for clearances from our back line but a physically tough match began 

to take its toll on the players. While the full back line of Kellan O’Brien, Matthew Barrett and 

Donal Stenson fought valiantly, Scoil Ui Chonaill had two players at midfield and half forward 

who proved hard to contain. Final score caused confusion on the side line as half the 

supported that Scoil had racked up 5-5 but final confirmation from the referee showed the 

score as Na Fianna 0-3 to Scoil’s 4-6. 

Following a welcome break for rest and refreshment, Na Fianna returned to the field facing 

hosts Westmanstown Gaels. Having faced this team 3 times previously in leagues, racking 

up 1 win to 2 losses, this wasn’t to be an easy game. Added to that having started the day 

with a panel of 19, we were down to 18 following the departure of Harry Kelly, a costly loss, 

as well as carrying a number of injuries on the bench, including a bad knock to the hand of 

Lewis McCarthy who had only returned from a shoulder injury for Feile. The lads across the 

field battled hard and the final score did not pay justice to the level of hurling and fight 

demonstrated by Na Fianna. Final score Na Fianna 0-0, Westmanstown 4-8. 

Then came the toughest decision of the day. Having played 3 incredibly tough games Na 

Fianna were facing into the final game of the day against St Marks. Marks had won every 

game and win or lose against Na Fianna had already qualified for the final on Sunday. It was 

4pm, and our lads were looking like the walking wounded, the mentors gave the lads the 

choice of continuing or walking away. Through sheer grit and determination, the lads fielded 

15 to finish off the day. The match provided to be one of the toughest our lads have ever 

faced, with Fergus Johnson in particular having to be removed from the field following a late 

swing that made full contact with his upper thigh. With parents cheering on the sideline, 

joined by the Westmanstown team and supporters, Na Fianna finished the day with a score 

of 1-2 to Marks 2-2. The Na Fianna goal coming in the final minutes through sheer hard 

work.  

While the Na Fianna team hobbled off the pitch – they did so with their heads held high and 

grins splitting their faces. 
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LOTTO Jackpot…..Could Be Yours! 

 
Club lotto jackpot still hasn’t been won which means that next week’s now goes to  

€17500. Tickets on sale in members bar or around the club. Alternatively, by signing up 

for the direct debit option, you could win the jackpot every week! See details here 

 

European & Local Elections Friday 24th May 

For your convenience, the club Executive has prioritised two questions that each Na Fianna 

household should put to all prospective candidates when they call to your door looking for 

your vote. 

• CLG Na Fianna fields 174 competitive teams and has 3,000 active playing members. How will 

you support our Club if you get elected? 

• We regularly hear in the media of the problem of obesity in today’s children. Here is a local 

voluntary association, staffed by unpaid volunteers, offering the opportunity of healthy lifestyles to 

1,500 juveniles in this area and yet we struggle on a weekly basis to find playing pitches. What 

will you do to support Na Fianna if elected?   

http://www.clgnafianna.com/club-information/club-lotto/
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Rounders Season Underway 

 
Na Fianna Rounders season kicked off Sun 7th April with Mens team hosting Limekiln (one 

of the top Mens teams in the country) in an all Dublin encounter. There was some excellent 

play throughout the 5 innings (the first time in Na Fianna' Rounders 4 year history that we 

forced Limekiln Mens team to 5 innings). The regular practice sessions (on Fridays at 9pm & 

Sundays at 5pm) are beginning to pay dividends with some great pitching (well done Liam 

Whelehan & Mike Lang), hitting, fielding, running & strategising evident. Congrats to new 

caps Daragh O'Tuama & Kevin Brennan and also to Jeff Bowers on his 2nd outing. Great 

general play from Chris Lacy (fresh from his sea-faring adventures), Dave Fenton, Frank 

Twomey (no ill effects from 10k on Sat) and Ronan Carroll (imported from 

Luxembourg recently). The final mention must go to Michéal Geoghegan - now in his 75th 

year and still playing excellently.  

 

Dubs Tickets 

Details of ticket ordering for Dublin’s Leinster Senior Hurling Championship clash against 

Kilkenny in Nowlan Park on 11th May are now on the club website, see link here 

http://www.clgnafianna.com/follow-the-dubs/  

http://www.clgnafianna.com/follow-the-dubs/
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Pic Of The Week 

 

The Smith brothers pictured in Collinstown on the 

weekend before last. The older lads, on a break from 

refereeing games, called by to support Joseph’s U-9 

game. Back row l/r Sean (Minor), Seamus (U-16 and 

current Na Fianna 5K Fun Run Mens title holder) and 

Peter (Junior A) with Joseph. Missing from pic is Tom 

(2007) and Anna (Minor ladies).   

 

 

Pitches Notice 

All Na Fianna pitches, with the exception of St Patrick’s College Drumcondra, are open 

this weekend. Thanks to all for your cooperation during recent pitch closures due to 

essential pitch maintenance. As part of this maintenance in the week leading into Easter, 

190 tonnes of sand was spread on the club’s pitches, see photo below. Undertakings of 

this kind are only made possible by members’ subscriptions.  
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Lost & Found 

A gold ring found and can be reclaimed by contacting the club office.  

Rolled gold bracelet lost on Saturday night 13th April. If found, please contact office. 

A cufflink found in club car park. Damaged as a result of having been driven over but may be 

of sentimental value to someone. Has the names Cian, Ailbhe and Leah on it. 

Office hours 9-1pm Monday to Thursday, tel 01 8270210. 

 

Saturday In Na Fianna 

Both shops open tomorrow, Saturday 27th April. Hurley workshop open 9-12 and Club shop 

open from 9-1pm in Club foyer. The Na Fianna Nursery, in conjunction with Sherry 

Fitzgerald, takes centre stage from 9.30am. Storm Hannah is due to have blown over by 

then but keep an eye on club Twitter and Facebook just in case. Drivers are asked to please 

drive carefully and park responsibly. Illegally parked cars, i.e. cars parked on double yellow 

lines and in yellow boxes, will be clamped. The ever helpful Coffee Cabin crew will be 

serving teas and coffees with their usual smile and anything you need to know about Na 

Fianna will be on hand at the Info Hub. 

Congrats! 

 

 

Congratulations to former Na Fianna footballer and club Health 

and Wellbeing Officer Stephen Fitzgerald and bride Sinead Ní 

Nualláin on their recent wedding. Best wishes from all at Na 

Fianna for a happy and healthy life together.   
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Comhbhrón 

Cúis mhór bróin don Chlub uile bás Laurie Uí Raghallaigh, máthair Chiara (an Ciorcal 

Comhrá agus an Bothán Fáilte, maidin Shathairn), máthair chéile Eoin (meantóir Iomáint 

Shinsear 2) agus máthair chríonna Thiarnáin (Peil agus Iomáint Shóisear), Tara (Cailíní 

2003) & Ruarc (Buachaillí 2007). Muid ag cuimhneamh ar mhuintir Uí Raghallaigh agus ar 

mhuintir Mhic Cába uile. 

….and finally 
 

 
 

Na Fianna’s 1987 Senior Hurling team featured on a social media post recently and 

thanks to Colum King and Jimmy Deane we’ve been able to name all involved.  

Back row l/r Donal Keegan, Jimmy Deane, Paul Rainsford, Michael Shields, Vinny 

McKeon, Barry Carolan, Enda Gormley, Denis Gaffney, Finbar Gaffney. Front row l/r 

Adrian Tierney, Colum King, Ronan Nolan, Damian Murphy, Johnny Keegan, Tony Foran, 

Dave McBride, Maurice O’Neill.  
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 Fógra Tabachtach 

The objective of Na Fianna Nuacht is to communicate as much club activity as possible however it is important to note that 
all items for inclusion in either Club Notes or Na Fianna Nuacht are reported to news@clgnafianna.ie or texted to 087 
9250697 by Sunday evening. With a growing membership of almost 3,000 and over 100 teams now competing it is difficult 
to ensure all club activity is reported upon – Do not assume that your team’s activity is already known to Na Fianna Nuacht 
or that someone else has reported it. When errors or omissions occur it is the policy of Na Fianna Nuacht to correct these in 
subsequent issues when they are reported to news@clgnafianna.ie  
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